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Plowing — Plowing bikeways is an essential form 
of routine maintenance that must occur to facilitate 
safe year round bicycling.  On average the Twin 
Cities region receives over 55 inches of snow each 
year.  Nonetheless, over 25% of all bicyclists 
choose to bike year-round regardless of weather.    

Plowing Frequency:  Minneapolis bikeways are plowed rela-
tively soon after a snowfall.  Arterial trails are often plowed 
before many of the streets.  All bikeways are sanded and 
salted as needed. 
 
Trail Plowing Policy:  Bikeways maintained by                          
Minneapolis Public Works and the Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board will be kept reasonably free of snow and 
ice, with sanding and/or salting as required in the winter      
season.  The bikeway will be plowed once by the end of the 
next business day after the snow fall.  
 
On-Street Bikeways Plowing Policy:  On-street bikeways 
receive the same level of winter maintenance as the rest of 
the street surface.   

Plowing Vehicles:  Smaller trucks and pickups with 
plows are often used to maintain the trails.  Larger 
snow plow trucks maintain the roadway system and                 
corresponding on-street bikeways.  
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Chapter 8—Maintenance 
Plowing — In a winter city with a large 
number of bicyclists, expectations can be 
high.  However, the following example of 
poor winter maintenance are not acceptable 
and should be avoided and/or corrected.     

Above:  The bike rack not shoveled.  It is important 
that property owners shovel around bike racks.     

Above:  Snow and ice in the bike lane.  Lack of 
heavy traffic in the bike lane can cause this to occur.     

Above:  Winter parking allowed in bike lane.  This 
practice is no longer allowed in the city.     

Above:  Snow plowed into the bike lane can be a serious 
problem for bicyclists and should be avoided.     

Above:  In some cases weather conditions may cause snow/
ice pack to form even after plowing and sanding/salting.     
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Above:  Trail not plowed; packed snow and ice.  All trails 
must have maintenance responsibilities defined.    

Above:  Sand in the bike lane; a hazard for bicyclists. Bike 
lanes are swept upon request and when weather permits..    


